Topic: Authenticity of God’s Word
Truth or Lie

I use Facebook to keep up with the activities and achievements of family and friends. I also use it to share posts
from my church and community organizations. Social media is an excellent tool for sharing good news and
showing support for worthwhile organizations. But it is being grossly misused, often to the detriment of people.

There is a dark side to social media. As I scroll through my feed daily, I am appalled by the blatant lies in posts. For
various reasons, it is often used to spread deceptive misinformation, to sway public opinion, and to disguise lies as
truth. Itis an attempt to make false gossip appear to be news, following an evil agenda. There are serious
consequences to some posts. It has been a driving force that has led to suicide. Technology now allows the
inclusion of authentic-looking pictures and audio tracks, both of which are manufactured on the computer, and
never happened. It is logical to assume that a quote superimposed over an image can be attributed to the person in
the image. The use of artificial intelligence often means a computer actually writes the message, and photos are not
a true representation of reality.

When something catches my attention, I make it a habit to fact-check through other sources before believing what I
just read. Almost every time I read a sensationalized headline or storyline, I find it to be false news.

The Bible contains many stories that are beyond human comprehension. They would make sensationalized
headlines. How did Jesus calm the storm? Peter walked on the water, but only when he kept his eyes on Jesus and
didn’t doubt. Jesus turned plain water into the finest wine. He healed the sick and lame, and He raised people from
the dead. There are frankly no limits to what God can do. Just
as I do with social media posts to determine accuracy, there is
much research available to determine its authenticity.

Over the past 2,000 years, almost every detail of the Bible has
been challenged. As they were happening in real time,
Christian claims about the events in the Bible were presented
to a hostile, unbelieving audience. Surviving scrutiny, it has
passed the test of time. The science of archaeology has
provided clear evidence of the people, places, and events

mentioned in the Bible. The Bible gives an authoritative
account of history. '

This may sound like a research paper, but that is the point. Research confirms the authenticity of the Bible. The
Bible is based on fact, not opinion. The writing of the Bible spans centuries and some 40 human authors, yet it
maintains a remarkable unity. “All Scripture is God-breathed” (written in 2 Timothy 3:16) underscores its claim of
divine inspiration, pointing to reliability in both spiritual truths and the factual details it conveys. There is a wealth
of manuscript evidence for the Bible, surpassing any other ancient literary work. The Dead Sea Scrolls (discovered
in 1947) include copies of Old Testament books that show remarkable consistency with the text used centuries later.
For the New Testament, early papyri and codices-such as Codex Sinaiticus and Codex Vaticanus-d confirm dates
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close to the time of the original writings. These manuscripts demonstrate that variations are typically minor (e.g.,
spelling differences) and do not affect core doctrines or historical claims.?

Scripture provides genealogical records (particularly in Genesis 5 and 11) “tracing lineage from Adam forward,
suggesting genuine historical frameworks rather than mythic constructs. The genealogies tie directly to Christ’s
lineage (in Luke 3), serving as a historical chain between the earliest human beings and the Messiah.” Biblical

- accuracy is also demonstrated through prophecies

f

that have been fulfilled in history. The Gospels often
cite eyewitnesses to crucial events, especially
surrounding the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus. For example, Paul refers to “over five
hundred brothers™ as witnesses to the risen Christ (1
Corinthians 15:6). This appeal to contemporaneous
evidence indicates that these miraculous claims were
verifiable to original audiences. As a repository of

history and a guide to eternal truth, the Bible
remains enduringly credible in its factual claims and spiritual message, standing firmly as a bedrock for faith and
life.?

My conclusion is that we can believe what we read in the Bible with confidence. With that said, we can be assured
that the Holy Scriptures were written for us to learn the message that God intends for us.

Question: Which do you believe — social media or God’s Word?
Prayer: Heavenly Father. You provided us the true story of Jesus Christ, who fulfilled every prophecy, lived a

perfect life, and rose from the dead for the forgiveness of our sins. Knowing that the Bible is true, we pray that we

will use it as the guide for our lives, and the promise of eternal life for all believers. Amen.
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