Topic: Christian Upbringing
What Chance Do They Have?

Occasionally, I hear that parents have said to their children, "When it comes to church, I'll let my kids decide for
themselves." Sometimes that is said after a child finishes confirmation, when at least their kids have experienced
some Christian teaching. With others, however, parents leave the decision up to their children at a very early age.
Those kids don't have a chance. Even those who have at least experienced confirmation will likely opt "to go the
way of the world," if there is no parental commitment or example to follow Jesus. Jesus’ way is not the "way of the
world." His teachings are contrary to the way the world goes about life.

Not attending church is the "easy way out." Sleeping in on Sunday mornings or doing things with their friends is the

easy way out. God has no place in their lives.

The role of parents is to put their children on the best possible path for success. /ﬁ\{
Do you allow your children to have a diet of all sweets and unhealthy foods? Z< ‘:
Certainly not. You know better, and don't let your kids ruin their health because ST AND FIR M

of their decisions. The same is true of leading them in a positive direction
spiritually. IN YOUR

{
Parents can model behaviors, work ethic, and commitment to the faith that we

hope that our children will follow. That gives our children a view of a more
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positive way to live their lives. "Washing our hands" of encouraging children to \6
be of faith robs them of experiencing God's love and sets them on an unhealthy { i
path.

When our children go off to college, parental influence is much less. All we can hope for is that the solid foundation
of their upbringing will help them make choices when they are no longer under our care. How many college
students attend Sunday morning church services? The influence of their peers supersedes that of the parent if they
are not grounded in their faith. College students' values and behavior are put to the test when they are no longer
under the watchful eye of their parents.

My prayer for you is that you will encourage your children to remain strong in the faith for as long as you can. They
need to experience God's way before they are subjected to man's way. God's way gives them the strength to make
good decisions when confronted by peer pressure.

The Bible reminds us: Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old, he will not depart from it (Proverbs 22:6).
Don't roll the dice with your children's future, because the game of life is stacked against them. The world doesn't
have it right, but God does. ... Ifyou do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all."”(Isaiah 7:9)

Question: How can you encourage your children and others to maintain the priority of their faith?

Prayer: Heavenly Father. The easy way out does not give children the direction they need. We pray that our
children will always remain strong in the faith. Amen.



