
Topic:  Purpose 

 

A Legacy of Service 
 

Recently, I had the opportunity to read a testimonial of a close friend at his memorial service. We had been friends 

for over 25 years, and I walked beside him at some of the key events of his life. Just a few days before he was no 

longer able to communicate, I spent three hours with him, writing down the thoughts he wanted to share with the 

community.  

 

Thomas was a behind-the-scenes volunteer at some of the community’s most 

significant events. He never wanted the credit or the spotlight. He just wanted to 

help. He didn’t need to be in charge, and he was willing to take on menial tasks to 

make the event run smoothly. It was “who he was.”   

 

As I sat down after reading his testimony to a packed sanctuary of appreciative 

friends, I came to realize what was happening. Those who went to the Celebration 

of Life service were leaders of the community – elected officials, town staff, 

business owners, fellow volunteers, pastors, members of his church, friends, and 

staff members of most of the human service organizations in town. Some in 

attendance had moved away, but were inspired by Thomas when they lived here. Those in attendance had a 

common thread:  they were people who sought to make a difference for the community, each in their own way. 

These were people motivated to live out their purpose in life by serving others. They came to celebrate a man who 

humbly lived out his purpose in life – helping others. 

 

None of us has a singular purpose. Our purpose is divided among family, community, meaningful employment, and 

faith. We do our best to divide up our time among the priorities. People who are adept at managing their time excel 

in managing multiple priorities. Being there for others can be a challenge because there are many more 

opportunities to serve than available time. We have to make choices based on the changing circumstances of our 

lives. In prayer, God speaks to us to encourage and show us the way He wants us to go. When I looked out at the 

full sanctuary, it was evident that we are not alone in what we do. The hundreds of people who gathered at Thomas’ 

Celebration of Life service are testimony to that, as they represented every facet of my friend’s quest for purpose in 

his life. All around me were people who worked with Thomas throughout the community, and they will continue 

their commitment to the causes that motivated Thomas. 

 

A legacy is not only what we do to help others, but how our service motivates others to also serve. Thomas’ legacy 

did not end with his passing. Because of Thomas, others are following. One generation shall commend your works to 

another, and shall declare your mighty acts (Psalm 145:4). Thomas’ expression of love, loyalty, and commitment inspired 

others to come to his celebration and then be committed to carrying on. To God be the Glory. 

 

Questions: What will your legacy be? Will your efforts serve and inspire others? 

 

The Bible says:  Whoever pursues righteousness and kindness will find life, righteousness, and honor (Proverbs 21:21). 

 

Closing Prayer: Dear Lord. We are thankful for people who enrich the lives of others as they serve You. Please 

bless the efforts of Thomas and others to make a difference in this world. Amen. 

 


