Topic: Inspiring the Next Generation

Teach Your Children

It happened 42 years ago. Preschool teacher Mary Mullinax wanted her students to learn about patriotism. In the
week leading up to Independence Day, she had her students make flags and decorations so they could march in the

town's 4" of July parade. The next morning, a young boy returned to the preschool
classroom with tears in his eyes, telling Mary that preschoolers were "too young to

be in the parade." Mary said, "Then, we will have a parade of our own." It was too
important a teaching moment to pass up. Now, more than four decades later, the
children's parade remains an annual community event, designed explicitly for
preschoolers. Patriotic march music is still played for hundreds of young children as
they march, dressed in red, white, and blue. The kids wave small American flags as
they ride decorated bicycles and strollers. Mary's wish for young children to
participate in the celebration of our nation's birth has become one of the longest-
running annual events in town. In 1996, the Kiwanis Club took on the responsibility
for continuing the children's parade. Once an event for a single preschool class, it

now attracts nearly 200 children each year.

Miss 4th of July 2025

Some of the parents walking with their children in this year's parade were once little
ones themselves in the same event. Fach generation needs to pass along enthusiasm for the freedoms we enjoy to
generations that follow.

If we don't teach patriotism to young children, they will grow up not appreciating the sacrifice that it took to win

our freedom.

The same is true of sharing our relationship with God with others. If
no one imparts a relationship with the Heavenly Father, children will
grow up to rely on the world for their direction in life. That is a
disaster waiting to happen. The Bible tells us, "Szar? children off on the
way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn _from it"
(Proverbs 22:6). 'This verse emphasizes the importance of early
guidance and instruction in shaping a child's character and future. It
suggests that the foundation laid in childhood, particularly in moral

and spiritual matters, can have a lasting impact throughout life.

The young lady in the above photo is a second-generation participant in the children’s parade, following in her
mom's footsteps. The daughter was crowned Miss 4™ of July for the 2025 event. Both mother and daughter are
leaders in their church and community. The daughter learned from her parents.

Question: How about you? Are you passing on the faith to those in your path, whether at home or in your
community?

Prayer: We pray that we will introduce the importance of faith to the next generation, and they will pass it along to
future generations. Amen.



