
Topic: Father's Day, Parent/Child Relationship 

 

Honoring His Heavenly Father 
 

On this Father's Day, it is good that we look back at Jesus' relationship with His Heavenly Father. Even though 

Jesus had the power to do whatever He wanted, He had a healthy, dependent relationship with His Father in 

heaven. Jesus always sought to do the Will of His Father and not His own. For I have come down from heaven not to do my 

will but to do the will of him who sent me (John 6:38). 

 

In Jesus' day, and still today, there was a culture that revered position and the 

power that came along with it. Jesus deferred all glory to His Heavenly Father 

and didn't seek credit for Himself. He didn't have to do it that way. He was 

co-equal and co-eternal with God.   

 

The Priests were offended that Jesus said He was the Son of God. Jesus 

answered his critics when he said, "Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by 

himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the 

Son also does." (John 5:19). 1 

 

The Bible tells us that Jesus taught the disciples: He testified to His disciples, "I do always those things that please him" (John 

8:29). 

 

The Bible gives us guidance on the reciprocal relationship with our parents:  Children, obey your parents in everything, for 

this pleases the Lord. (Colossians 3:20). We are reminded to "Honor your father and mother that it may go well with you and that 

you may live long in the land." (Ephesians 6:1-3). It is not a one-way street. Parents have an obligation in the relationship, 

too. Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. 

 

Jesus modeled how we are to honor and respect our father. Father's Day is an opportunity for everyone to reflect 

on their role in this reciprocal relationship. This Father's Day, my prayer is that we will all work towards fostering 

healthy relationships between fathers and their children. 

 

Question: How are you working to improve the relationship between fathers and their children? 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord. This Father's Day, and every day, we pray that we will have a healthy, loving relationship 

between parents and their children. Amen. 

 
1 Source:  The Dependent Relationship of Jesus With His Father, The Higher Christian Life, by Steve McCraine. 


