
Topic: Heart of God 

 

Transformed By Jesus 
 

When you turn on the news each day, you can see how the world is changing. What we knew yesterday is not 

how it is today. Can you imagine how it was in Jesus' time? Many of Jesus' teachings are precisely the opposite 

of the culture of his time. It is really not much different today. The Bible outlines it clearly for us today, but 

when Jesus walked the earth, they were hearing it for the first time.                                                           

• Instead of an "eye for an eye, " He told us to turn the other cheek. 

(Matthew 5:38-39) 

• He told us to love our enemies. (Matthew 5:43-44) 

• Jesus told us the meek will inherit the earth (Matthew 5:5). 

• Jesus told us that whoever wants to be great among us must be a servant. 

(Matthew 20:26). 

• Those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who are humbled 

will be exalted. (Matthew 23:12) 

 

He told us these things because the world gets it all wrong. It is not how God wants us to live. Scripture says, 

"Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world but let God transform you into a new person by 

changing the way you think" (Romans 12:2a). 

 

At the time Jesus walked the earth, the world was in disarray. It still is today. That is human nature, seeking 

power, revenge for those who did us wrong, etc. The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12) gave us a blueprint for living 

and assured us this is what God will do for us.     

 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven. 
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me.  
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in Heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you." 

It was radical thinking in Jesus' day. In today's world, we at least understand it as biblical.  

The beatitudes illustrate the "heart of God." They show us how we fall short of God's perfection. They 
challenge our "idols" - our need for God's Grace, rather than relying on our wealth and possessions. They 
highlight submitting to God's will and our service to others. They provide logic and hope to life's "ups and 
downs." They point ahead to the resurrection of Jesus and your own path to Heaven.1 

 
1 Points in this paragraph were from Crossway.org, an article written by Chris Castaldo, The Upside Down Kingdom. 


